
Overture on the divisiveness of Boycott, Divest, and Sanction policies on sustaining 
the Peace, Unity, and Purity of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
 
Whereas the Presbyterian Church (USA) 221st General Assembly in 2014 took action to 
selectively divest certain PC(USA) controlled assets invested in Motorola, Caterpillar, and 
Hewlett-Packard in an indirect effort to exert political pressure on Israel to end the 
occupation of disputed territories in the Judea and Samaria regions; and,  
 
Whereas the Middle East Issues Committee of the PC(USA) 221st General Assembly, in 
anticipation of a close vote on the “Divestment” issue, made a specific effort through an 
amendment to the committee recommended overture to add specific language to 
disassociate the PC(USA) divestment action from a parallel international Israel-targeted 
Boycott, Divest, Sanction (BDS) movement which had been advocating the divestment of 
stocks in same companies - Motorola, Caterpillar, and Hewlett-Packard; and, 
 
Whereas following the announcement of the PC(USA) divestment action, the news media in 
print, television, radio, and the Internet in domestic and international venues (religious, 
financial, political) consistently reported the PC(USA) divestment action as a victory for the 
international Israel-targeted BDS and anti-Zionist movement, in spite of the PC(USA)’s 
disclaimer; and, 
 
Whereas Presbyterian opponents of BDS as well as many Palestinian and Israeli peace 
activists warned the PC(USA) 221st General Assembly that the divestment from Motorola, 
Caterpillar, and Hewlett-Packard would have an extremely small financial impact on these 
companies and no positive impact in bringing about a peaceful two-state solution to the 
Israeli/Arab conflict; and, 
 
Whereas the United States President, the Department of State, Congress, the leaders of the 
U.S. Congress, and other international leaders of the Quartet (United Nations, European 
Union, the United States, and Russia) that have been leading mediation in the Israeli-
Palestine peace process Conflict since 2002 do not regard the Israel-targeted international 
BDS movement as being a positive peacemaking activity; and, 
 
Whereas the passage of the divestment action against Motorola, Caterpillar, and Hewlett-
Packard has contributed significantly to the polarization of the membership of the PC(USA) 
regarding the Israeli/Arab Conflict  issue; and has not helped to support the Peace, Unity, 
and Purity of the PC(USA);  
 
Be it resolved that the PC(USA) 222nd General Assembly, in support of the specific intent 
voiced by the 221st General Assembly to disassociate its actions from the Israel-targeted 
international BDS movement, seeks to clarify the disassociation by directing the Stated 
Clerk of the PC(USA) to publicly state that the church refuses to participate in or support 
academic, cultural, and economic tactics that have the intent to delegitimize or demean 
Israel.    
 
 



Rationale: 
 
Since it has been revealed "that God has entrusted the church with the message of 
reconciliation in and through Jesus Christ; that the church is called to be the salt of the 
earth and the light of the world" (Belhar Confession Section 3) The PCUSA cannot choose 
to be associated with a movement historically known for its divisiveness during peace 
negotiations,  general bias against the Nation State of Israel,  and disdain for Ethnocultural 
Nationalism in regards for Israeli Self-determination. 
 
As stated in the 04-04 Overture 'On Supporting Middle East Peacemaking', approved by the 
221st General Assembly, "The Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions (BDS) effort is a 
coordinated international movement targeting Israel. Most of the world sees the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict as the conflict it is. Many BDS advocates try to frame the 
problem as one that is caused by the “occupation,” with one party (Israel) oppressing 
another (the Palestinians). Many BDS advocates refuse to acknowledge the legitimacy 
of Israeli security concerns. To the Palestinian leaders of the BDS movement, all of 
Israel is considered “occupied Palestinian territory.” By their own statements, the 
prospect of a two-state solution that recognizes Israel’s right to peace and security 
along with the Palestinian right to freedom and self-determination is not what they 
really want. For them, only a “one-state” of Palestine will satisfy their long-range goals. 
Long-standing PC(USA) policy supports a two-state solution, making support of the 
international BDS movement incompatible and counterproductive."  
 
Consistent with Article 15 of 1948 UN Declaration of Human Rights,  The Presbyterian 
Church (USA), through statements in previous General Assemblies has repeatedly and 
consistently advocated for a negotiated “two-state” solution to the Israel-Palestine conflict.  
However,  most news media, and the world at large, was unable to recognize the nuisances 
between the actions of 221st General Assembly to divest in the stock of three American 
companies and the objectives of the Israel-targeted international BDS movement.   
 
The result has been a polarization of the PC(USA) members on this divisive political issue 
making it more difficult to sustain the Peace, Unity, and Purity of the PC(USA) while 
creating major stumbling blocks to interfaith relationships. Politically oriented non-
governmental organizations  (NGO’s) involved in the Israel-targeted BDS movement have 
stated in their national and international strategy planning meetings their intent to 
infiltrate Christian denominations, academic institutions, and labor organizations with 
activists to influence the internal processes of these organizations and thereby generate 
policy statements and/or other political actions intended to delegitimize and demean 
Israel. 
 
"Let Christ, therefore be the looking glass...(and) have a sufficiently clear and sure 
testimony that we are inscribed in the Book of Life" ( 5.060 Second Helvetic Confession) 
The continuing confusion starting from the last day of the 221st General Assembly,  up to 
now make it clear that a definitive statement of disassociation be made by the 222nd 
General Assembly.  
 



Let us be reminded of the Confession of 1967, where it states, "the church which identifies 
the sovereignty of any one nation or any one way of life with the cause of God denies 
the Lordship of Christ and betrays its calling." The support of academic, cultural, and 
economic tactics led by organizations whose objectives are to delegitimize and demonize 
Israel is not only counterproductive to peacemaking efforts of Palestinian, Israeli, U.S. and 
other international governments’ to achieve a two-state solution,  but is contrary to the 
unique calling of the Church Universal.  
 
Mark 16:15  states that the church is to “Go into all the world, and preach the Gospel to 
the whole creation”.  With the underlining assumption that it be done CLEARLY!  The will 
and the intent of the 221st General Assembly in regards to targeted divestment was that 
their action NOT be perceived by the world to have been associated with the Israel-
targeted international BDS movement.  Nonetheless, the national and international news 
media largely disregarded any disassociation statements. For the purpose of simple clarity, 
for the purposes of maintaining identity as the unique call of the church, we ask that 222nd 
General Assembly renounce the actions of the Israel-targeted international BDS movement, 
and that this renouncement be without ambiguity or question of intent. 
 
  
  
 
 
 


